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in

old English boy from the most distant confines of Mercia
and thrown as a barbarous and unknown stranger among the
more expert inhabitants of this house, have attempted, by
God's inspiration, to publish among Normans the story of
Norman deeds and Norman affairs.
(d) Ibid. Lib. IV. (c. 25, col 372).
Many other misfortunes [beyond those which I have just
related] are impending over the world; so many that, if all
were recorded, they would fill more than one vast volume*
But now I am benumbed with the winter frosts and must
turn to other duties; wherefore I am resolved here to lay
down my weary pen and to end this fourth book, When the
soft air of sweet spring shall return, then I will turn again to
those matters which I have omitted or have treated too
briefly; and, with God's help, I will clearly and truly set
forth the events of our countrymen in war and peace.
(*)   Ibid* Lib. v, prologue (col 449),
All men, so long as they live, ought to learn day by day,
and to profit from the comprehension of the manly examples
of bygone heroes. Many things which seem almost unheard-
of come oftentimes to the ears of inexperienced folk; and we
moderns are often struck by the sudden emergence of unex-
pected chances and changes; whereby the mental vision of
the unlearned is dimmed, unless they are able to read of past
events. It is for this that studious folk search into hidden
things, and, in charity to their fellow-men, seise exultingly
upon whatsoever seems likely to profit all well-meaning minds*
Benevolence prompts their labour; and they ungrudgingly
display the past to the eyes of posterity; yet the idle some-
times tear, as with dogs* teeth, whatsoever these men's skill
hath produced. Wherefore certain envied folk, when wounded
by the teeth of these envious, oftentimes lose their spirit and
cease from the work which they have begun, and which per*
chance will fall thenceforth into eternal silence* Thus, for
the slightest occasion, the world sometimes suffers lamentable
' loss.,.*We read such complaints oftentimes in tha writings erf
our forefathers j and we mourn with famous teachershwfao be*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